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The re-emergence of the ecosystem approach to environmental conservation and management has signalled important 

changes in and to the political attitudes to biodiversity in recent years. The evolution of conservation action programmes, 
from site-based activity to wider countryside measures, presents a wide range of new opportunities to further conservation. 

 

Among these wider considerations is the recognition of ecosystems, habitats and species to provide a range of services. Birds 
are no different from other groups: examples of birds providing all four groups of services can be identified. However, few 

birds are recognized as keystone species in the UK, so cultural and provisioning services come to the fore, rather than 

supporting or regulating services. 
 

For these reasons, it is unwise to rely on ecosystem services arguments as the sole reasons for bird conservation, and it is 

surely better to view services as one of the 12 principles of the ecosystem approach.  
 

In Scotland, the ecosystem approach continues to be developed as central to environmental policy. The revision of the 

Scottish Biodiversity Strategy is key in this, marrying the ecosystem approach, the concepts of ecosystem services and natural 
capital, with site and species conservation. Alongside this, the implementation of the Land-use Strategy and Marine Strategy 

for Scotland will be key drivers in the ways in which we manage our environment. These approaches will bring changes, some 

of which may be uncomfortable for some parties; will adaptive management control or stimulate exploitation of bird 
populations, for example? 
 


