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There needs to be two principal components to any strategy that aims to facilitate the adaptation of biodiversity 
to the effects of climate change. Firstly, measures need to be taken to increase the resilience of ecosystems, 
habitats and their associated species populations to climate change. Secondly, measures are needed to facilitate 
the movement of species to new areas with suitable climatic conditions.  
 
The optimal strategic balance of resilience and movement facilitation measures will be species specific and will 
especially depend on the impacts of climate change on the species, its dependence on specific habitats (and the 
impacts of climate change on them) and the dispersal and colonisation abilities of the species and its habitat. For 
many the priority will to increase resilience to buy time for habitat development in new areas of suitable climate 
space. 
 
This presentation draws on a number of studies to identify key principles for biodiversity adaptation strategies 
and existing EU policy instruments that can support practical adaptation measures. This reveals that the current 
EU Biodiversity Action Plan already provides a relatively comprehensive policy framework for implementing 
most biodiversity conservation and adaptation measures. However, despite this, biodiversity continues to decline, 
and therefore the need to implement BAP actions more widely, effectively, and faster will become ever more 
vital as the impacts of climate change grow. This will be a major challenge, but increased support for biodiversity 
conservation may come about from the increasing realisation that ecosystem-based adaptation will also support 
climate mitigation and adaptation measures in many other sectors. 
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