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BRITISH ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION
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BOU JOHN & PAT WARHAM STUDENTSHIPS


The aim of these studentships is to support postgraduate studies of Sphenisciform and Procellariiform seabirds, by citizens of Commonwealth countries. 

These studentships are funded by the John and Pat Warham Scholarship Fund, a legacy left to the BOU by the late John and Pat Warham. 

Four fully-funded studentships are available and it is envisaged that one studentship will be awarded per year from 2018, although, if more than one exceptional application is received, two awards may be made in one year.


GUIDELINES 
	

Successful proposals will combine the development of skills useful for a future career in ornithology with a sound scientific research proposal.

Specifics of the Warham studentships are:

1. The John and Pat Warham Studentship (‘the Studentship’) is to provide training to PhD level in research on any aspect of the biology or ecology of Sphenisciformes and Procellariiformes. 
2. Awards are made to the PhD supervisor only (‘the Applicant’) and must be based within a degree-awarding research organisation in a Commonwealth country. 
3. The Applicant must be a BOU member and have an academic position during, and beyond, the duration of the Studentship in the research institution that will administer the grant.
4. The research institution administering the grant must be based in a Commonwealth country. 
5. The student undertaking the Studentship must be a citizen of a Commonwealth nation, although not necessarily from the same country as the institution awarding the degree.
6. All adverts for the Studentship should clearly state that applications are welcome from Commonwealth nationals only.
7. Applications have to be for a specific project, which will then be advertised and awarded in open competition. The research institution is responsible for advertising the Studentship and for the selection and recruitment of students.
8. Collaborative applications from NGOs and academic institutions are welcome, subject to points 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 above.
9. The Studentship will commence between January 2019 and March 2020 and should cover three years of academic study and 6 months of additional bench fees for writing up, a student stipend for 3.5 years, the total not to exceed £85,000 over the 3.5 years’ duration of the scholarship.  It is understood that fees and stipends vary between institutions and countries and it is expected that fees and stipends would be at the institution's current standard levels. 
10. Any costs exceeding the £85,000 (for example, if higher fees are payable due to an international student being selected) must be borne by the Applicant’s institution. All costs must be described in detail in the application.
11. Any additional costs (e.g. Disabled Student Allowance) or shortfall are to be met by the applying institution. Any difference between the Studentship and what an institution charges should not be met by the student, and in no circumstances should the student be asked to meet any fee shortfall from their stipend, or receive less than the specified stipend.
12. No more than one application should be submitted per individual per annum.
13. Proposals must be submitted by 30 June 2018. Applications will be considered by BOU Council and the BOU Grants Committee, with decisions communicated to applicants by 31 July 2018, so they can be advertised in the autumn of 2018, with the studentship being awarded in January 2019. 
14. Proposals that fit the remit will be judged on their research and training excellence, and likely impact (both academic and non-academic), including student recruitment, management and monitoring.
15. The Studentship must commence between January 2019 and March 2020. The exact start date is at the discretion of the Applicant. 
16. Awards will be paid in advance annually, on submission of satisfactory progress reports.
17. Progress reports should be submitted to the BOU annually, one month before the anniversary of the grant.
18. Awards are offered to the institution, not the Applicant, and the institution must signify its willingness to administer the award without making administrative charges. The Applicant and head of the institution must agree to the conditions of the award.
19. Awards are given on the understanding that the research project complies with the safety and ethical regulations of the institution, and that the institution will ensure that the requirements of the relevant regulatory authorities will be met before the project begins.


Conditions of a John and Pat Warham Studentship Award

1. Studentships are to be used solely for the purpose of the award, as stated in the application and described in the letter of the award.
2. The Applicant is responsible for the conduct of the student and the work undertaken, including abiding by the BOU’s ethical policy. The institution administering the award is responsible for the Applicant and for providing appropriate facilities for the student’s career development programme, including financial management.
3. The Applicant must ensure that all facilities, agreements about access and collaborations for the research are obtained before the Studentship commences and can be ensured for the duration of the Studentship period.
4. The Applicant must also ensure that any ethical approvals, animal licences and other requirements from regulatory authorities are approved ideally before the Studentship begins, but we realise that this may not be possible. All research must be carried out under appropriate licences.
5. Any financial support for the project obtained from other sources must be declared.
6. The BOU should be informed immediately if the successful Applicant is unable to take up the Studentship, for example by the student not taking the offered studentship.
7. The BOU reserves the right to terminate an award if the Applicant or student funded is in breach of any of the conditions of the award, or is unable to pursue the Studentship.
8. Studentships will be paid in advance annually by cheque or by BACS/bank transfer payable to the host institution subject to receipt of a satisfactory progress report.
9. The Applicant must ensure that a final report (up to 1,000 words) is submitted to the BOU along with a final copy of the PhD thesis. This report should include: (i) a summary paragraph, for the lay reader, describing the Studentship and its major findings and wider relevance; (ii) an account by the Applicant and an assessment of the outcome; (iii) the student’s comments on their experience of the Studentship; (iv) a list of publications arising from their research; (v) comments on the value of the Studentship to the Applicant’s research group. The BOU reserves the right to publish final reports.
10. An award cannot be transferred to a third party. If the recipient is unable to complete the project for which the award was made, or is unable to undertake the project in the timescale agreed (i.e. as detailed in their application), then the BOU should be notified immediately.
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of the Studentship, any outstanding balance over £50 should be returned to the BOU.
12. In all formal publications arising wholly or partly from the Studentship, the BOU’s contribution must be acknowledged appropriately and a PDF copy of the publication sent to the BOU. The BOU must also be acknowledged in any presentations or media coverage that draw on the work carried out under the Studentship.
13. If the BOU is not satisfied that the funds it has awarded have been spent as per the application for which funding was sought, or an adequate report has not been submitted to us, then the BOU reserves the right to request that the award be returned, in part or in full.
14. The Applicant should ensure that data are archived in an appropriate manner.


Application form below
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BOU JOHN & PAT WARHAM STUDENTSHIPS


APPLICATION INFORMATION 
	

Please read the associated guidelines carefully ( https://www.bou.org.uk/grants-and-bursaries/warham-studentships/) and complete all fields. 

Applications are now being accepted for awards for a 3.5 year studentships starting between 1 January 2019 and 31 March 2020. Applications for studentships commencing outside this period will not be considered.

Closing date for applications: 30 June 2018


ABOUT THE BOU
	

The BOU is an international charitable society whose aim is to promote ornithology and a better understanding of ornithology, birds and related issues, within the scientific and birdwatching communities. The provision of grants and bursaries for ornithological research is a small part of how we achieve our aims. To see how we further achieve our aims please visit our website at www.bou.org.uk. 
	


Please complete the fields below.


1.  APPLICANT’S DETAILS

Name:		

Research Organization:		

Department:		

PhD start and finish dates:		

Email:		



2.  PROJECT DETAILS [up to 4000 characters (including spaces)]
Please present a case for support for your project, including arguments for its academic qualities and likely impact, both academic and non-academic (e.g. contribution to ACAP).

	Title: 

Details:














3.  PROJECT PARTNERS
Details of any partners in the project and their contribution(s) to the research

	Name of partner organization
	Name of contact

	
	

	Contribution to the project:







4.  ACADEMIC SUPERVISORS

	Main supervisor  
	Research Organisation

	
	

	Research experience:



	Existing students and projects:


	Submission rates:





	Three most relevant publications:





	Supporting supervisor   (please complete for each supporting supervisor)
	Research Organisation

	
	

	Research experience:




	Existing students and projects:



	Submission rates:


	Three most relevant publications:







5.  STUDENT RECRUITMENT, MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING 
Please include, for example, detail on advertising and recruitment policies, student/supervisor interactions, monitoring and assessment of the student,
	[up to 2000 characters (including spaces)]

	











6. RESEARCH ENVIRONMENT, TRAINING AND SUPPORT
	This section should include details about the institution, opportunities for specific and wider training, collaboration and mentoring, 
[up to 3000 characters (including spaces)]

	














6.  BUDGET
Please provide a comprehensive budget. The headings are for guidance only. Please add/delete extra lines as necessary 

Link to hosting institutions fee structure 
(e.g. https://www.uea.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/research-degrees/rcuk-pgr-funding)

	Copy link here





Detailed budget

	Start Date (please enter)
	 --/--/20--
	
	
	

	Cost
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4 
(6m only)

	Academic fees for each year
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Academic / bench fees for 6 months’ writing up
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Student stipend
	
	
	
	

	Field costs including travel (please detail)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Equipment costs (detail any equipment over £500)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Lab costs (please detail)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Conference costs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	
	
	
	





DECLARATIONS
	

APPLICANT

I have read, understood and agree to the terms of the award: 
Yes / No 				Date: xxx

I undertake to provide annual reports and a final report within one year of completion of the work and give my permission for these to be published.	
Yes / No

Name: xxx	


HEAD OF INSTITUTE

I accept the conditions of the award: 
Yes / No 				Date: xxx

Name: xxx	

Position: xxx

	

Send your completed application by email only to admin@bou.org.uk. 

Do not post or fax.

All correspondence will be undertaken by email.
	




1 of 9

image1.jpg
BOU






firstartirimhetitin
Emat b | P S | ik

i e

T ——————
e

e —
L

T g ) e
e i et
it o o b b o
e e
ey e o s i




